INTRODUCTION TO ANTS (FAMILY: FORMICIDAE)
Ants are classified under Phylum Arthropoda, Class Insecta, Order Hymenoptera and Family Formicidae. Ants are social insects that forage on the surface and build nests above or below the ground level (subterranean nests). Generally, an ant colony consists of the adult castes, i.e., the de-alate queen, winged males, winged queens and female workers; winged individuals are found only in the reproductive periods. However, many social types deviated from this typical pattern are known as mentioned below. The female ants are born from fertilized eggs.
Males are haploid with only one set of chromosomes received from the mother. Males generally survive for a short period with mating being their only role. An ant colony may have a single queen (monogynous), several queens (polygynous) or it may lack queens (gamergate colony). A worker is able to reproduce (= a gamergate) when an ant colony lacks a queen (Sorensen et al. 1984) ; workers of many species can lay haploid eggs even in the presence of the queen, but in some groups like Pheidole the workers do not have ovaries so that any reproduction is not possible. Major characteristic features of an adult worker ant are a pair of geniculate antennae, a modified segment between the alitrunk and gaster, the petiole, and an additional segment called the post-petiole in many ants. Petiole and post-petiole are prominent and well-separated from other body regions. A metapleural gland is generally present postero-laterally on the alitrunk, which opens below the propodeal spiracle. Metapleural gland orifice is variously shaped when present, but may be reduced and secondarily lost in some ants. Workers are used mostly in the classification of ants (Bolton 1994 ) but current trend is to describe queen and male morphology also for the identification purpose.
ECOLOGICAL AND MEDICAL IMPORTANCE OF ANTS
Worker ants carry and deposit seeds and influence the survival and evolution of many plant species. Many plants have elaiosomes that attract ants; ants take the seeds to their nests and feed the elaiosome to their larvae. The larvae consume the elaiosome on the seeds, the worker ants take the seed to their waste disposal area, which is rich in nutrients from the ant frass and dead bodies, where the seeds germinate. This type of seed dispersal, myrmecochory, is reported in at least 11,000 plants in the world. Ants also disperse seeds in the faeces of frugivores and are Reserve and selected tea fields and rubber plantations in bimonthly intervals, using multiple methods simultaneously along ten, 100 m transects. Gunawardene et al. (2008) (Fig. 1b) and Kurunegala Districts (Peiris 2012; Dias & Peiris 2015) .
During 2010 -2013, the survey (Fig. 2) on the nests of Aneuretus simoni and associated ant species was extended to Kirikanda Forest (Dias et al. 2013) and Kalugala Proposed Forest 
LABORATORY IDENTIFICATION OF WORKER ANTS
Workers were identified to the furthest possible taxonomic levels with reference to Bingham (1903) , Bolton (1994) , relevant websites (e.g. www.antweb.com, Bolton (2014)) and with the assistance of foreign myrmecologists such as Prof. Seiki Yamane (formerly attached to Kagoshima University, Japan). In case no further identification to species level was possible, members of the same genera with distinguishing features were treated as sp. 1, sp. 2, sp. 3 so on (= morphospecies). Taxonomic diversity listed earlier has been revised according to the recent taxonomic revisions of LaPolla (2004), Yoshimura and Fisher (2012) , Brady et al. (2014) , Schmidt and Shattuck (2014) and Ward et al. (2015) .
GEOGRAPHICAL RECORDS OF ANT SUBFAMILIES AND GENERA
Generally, four ecological zones, wet, dry, intermediate and arid zones are recognized in Sri Lanka (Premaratne and Premalal 2005) . Based on the findings of ant surveys conducted from December, 1999 to 2016 and information gathered from other related published work, a concise account on the geographical records of 11 ant subfamilies, 64 genera and 95 species in the four climatic zones of Sri Lanka is provided in this article. All information on the ant subfamilies, genera and species (where possible) from the surveys was combined to report the distribution of each of them in the four climatic zones of Sri Lanka.
Among the eleven subfamilies recorded from Sri Lanka (Table 1) six were recorded from all four climatic zones. Aneuretinae was restricted to localities ( 
GEOGRAPHICAL RECORDS OF ANT SPECIES
Ninety five species, so far, identified from the surveys included 24 species common to the four climatic zones (Table 3) 
ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Twelve subfamilies recorded from Sri Lanka (Dias 2014b ) have currently been reduced to eleven because Brady et al. (2014) proposed to subsume the six previous dorylomorph subfamilies including Aenictinae and Cerapachyinae previously reported from Sri Lanka, into a single subfamily, Dorylinae. Subfamily Proceratinae is added to the list as the genus Discothyrea was recently included in this subfamily (Bolton, 2003) . Members of Ectatomminae should be surveyed by appropriate sampling methods as we did not encounter them in the last fifteen years.
Geographic distribution of 64 genera (Table 2 ) recorded in recent surveys was based on the findings of limited surveys conducted in Sri Lanka so that further research on the diversity of ants is encouraged. Anillomyrma Emery, Cryptopone Emery, Metapone Forel, Myopopone Roger and Rophalomastix Forel were never encountered in the last fifteen years. Bingham (1903) indicated Lepisiota as an exotic species to Sri Lanka. Many species e.g. 
